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· Making Peace Cranes Volunteers needed for VSI stand at the Electric Picnic Music festival
· Volunteers needed for VSI, Info stands during September 

· VSI Photo Competition -  Don’t forget!
· Volunteers needed for Projects Worldwide

· 

· Act Now on 2015 Aid Campaign
· Glencree Summer School: … for a new generation
· Heritage Fair - Sonairte, Co. Meath 
· Wanted Carmichael Centre Ethiopia -Project Manager – Voluntary Role
· Development Perspectives Global Development Evening Course at Dundalk IT
Making Peace Cranes Volunteers needed for VSI stand at the Electric Picnic Music festival

VSI has the opportunity to set up a stall at the Electric Picnic Music festival on 3/4/5 September next (Friday to Sunday) We need 6 volunteers to help with the stall. There are 2 main tasks for the volunteers. 1 To give out VSI volunteering info to people attending the festival. 2. To get people to make Peace Cranes which are a symbol of peace used on Hiroshima Day, 6 August each year.  VSI plan to create a group art installation over the course of the summer, by travelling to various festivals over the season. We plan to give participants at festivals the chance to create an origami peace bird using sustainable materials. Participants will be able to add a peace message to their bird. As the collection grows, the birds will form a mobile structure. Interested contact Tom at VSI ASAP.
Volunteers needed for VSI, Info stands during September 

Fairs over the next few months and need volunteers to help out. If you can help with any of these events then get back to Tom Ryder here at the office. 

· Thurs 2 Sept 2.30-4.00pm at ILAC Library Dublin 

· 3/4/5 September at Electric Picnic, Co. Laois

· Sat 18 September at Irish Aid Centre, Dublin 11.00-4.00pm

· Sunday 26 September Temple Bar, Dublin 1-5pm, Dublin Volunteer Week

· Tuesday, September 28  at Career Guidance Fair at Limerick Racecourse 9.15 – 3.00pm

· Tuesday, September 28 at Tallaght Library 11.00 – 3.00pm South Dublin Active Citizenship Week

· Wednesday September 29 at NUI Galway 1.00 -5.00pm

VSI Photo Competition - Don’t forget!

VSI is again running a Photo Competition for everybody who has joined in a Volunteer Project with VSI this year. The photos must clearly show some aspect of volunteering with VSI. The prizes will include – vouchers for projects in 2011; T shirts; books and lots more. All the best photos will be used in our future publicity material –Book 2011; posters; VSI website etc.

How to enter: Send your photos to VSI by the 15th October next. The VSI team will decide and announce the winners at the VSI AGM in November. The results will be published in the VSI Bulletin and on the VSI website.  Get snapping!

Volunteers needed for Projects Worldwide

Between now and the end of the year SCI and its partners will organise over 300 short term International Volunteer Projects in many countries worldwide. So if you haven’t had a chance to volunteer this year until now have a look at our Project Search engine on the VSI website - http://www.workcamps.info/icamps/en/search.html 

Or contact the office for more info.

Act Now on 2015 Aid Campaign

Many NGO’s including VSI have embarked on a campaign to ensure that Ireland keeps its promise and invests 0.7% of national income in overseas aid.

Support the campaign by writing to your local TD - More info on the campaign can be found at www.actnow2015.ie and facebook.com/actnow2015.ie
Glencree Summer School: … for a new generation

The Glencree Centre for Peace and Reconciliation’s annual Summer School will take place from the 27th to 29th August and focuses on the role of youth in providing political leadership in sustaining and advancing peace and reconciliation both on the island of Ireland and around the world; it is entitled ‘Leadership for a new generation – power, politics and participation’. In an Irish context at least this younger generation have lived most of their lives in a post violence environment. This throws up a number of interesting considerations: Do the next generation have the same prejudices and baggage carried by their parents who were essentially on a war footing in Northern Ireland? Will they have a broader perspective than the current political leadership who for the most part have existed in an environment of instability and mistrust? And does their lack of experience of conflict increase or decrease the likelihood of a resumption of old hostilities?

The format of the weekend will include panel discussions as well as an Open Space forum. Among the panel discussions for the weekend, subjects include: What kind of leadership do we need? What is the role of young people in creating change, and how do we move from a legacy of violence? The cost of attending the weekend which includes all meals and accommodation is €100. For more information or to book a place contact Emmet MacSwiney on 00353 1 282 9711 or email emmetmacswiney@glencree.ie        
Heritage Fair - Sonairte, Co. Meath 

In celebration of National Heritage Week, Sonairte will host a Heritage Fair on the 22nd of August from 10.30 – 5.00 pm. Entry to Sonairte is FREE to the Organic Garden, River and woodland walk.  This family event will include workshops, storytelling and heritage walks. In Sonairte’s exhibition area see a replica coracle a traditional Irish boat of the Boyne. A live bee observation hive & exhibition will be on display for those interested in watching bees at work. Also, visitors will be able to see racing pigeons in our dove-cot, a distinctive architectural feature at Sonairte, and Jacob’s sheep, a heritage breed. We’ll also be cooking up heritage inspired fare in our Mustard Seed Café, using fresh fruit and veg from our organic garden and host our regular Craft and Food market. Go to www.sonairte.ie to learn more and become a friend on facebook to get details of courses, organic gardening tips, and much more.

Wanted Carmichael Centre Ethiopia -Project Manager – Voluntary Role

This project is to build a Carmichael centre in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia as part of the development of the Carmichael Centre in Dublin. The centre will become home to approx 50 charitable and community groups in Addis Ababa and will allow local indigenous groups to have a secure base and a place to develop their skills and professionalism. The mix of charities will vary, but will probably consist of groups that represent marginalised people in Ethiopia such as children, women, disabled people, homeless people, people with HIV/AIDS, people with educational needs, people with medical needs, poverty eradication, malnourished people and other similar groups. The steering group is made up of people who are connected to Carmichael Centre in Dublin and people who have an interest in the development of society in Ethiopia. The centre will be a 4 or 5 story building of approx 20,000 sq feet with space for the 50 organisations either in their own office or in a shared space with 6 accessible apartments for disabled volunteers adjoining the building. The building will have shared services such as reception, switch, broadband, accounts, IT support, meeting rooms, and storage. The building will be a model of accessibility in Ethiopia. The proposed building should be up and running by 2014. More details from Michael Ryan, Steering Group Member Carmichael Centre – Ethiopia, C/o Carmichael Centre, North Brunswick St., Dublin 7  michaelryan@dublincil.org 

Development Perspectives Global Development Evening Course at Dundalk IT
Development Perspectives is running a ten week evening course starting on Thursday the 30th of September called Global Development - Issues and Challenges.  The course will take place in Dundalk IT and will run on Thursday evenings from 7-9pm.  The fee for the programme is 100 euro.  For further information or to enrol please visit http://www.learn.ie/www/product.asp?pID=117&cID=3 The programme will focus on issues such as poverty, inequality and conflict.  Guest speakers from a range of Development Organisations will be involved and case studies of complex Development challenges will be examined and explored.
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